FORENSICS SCIENCE GUIDELINES

CLAYTON HIGH SCHOOL – Fall 2009
MR. DOUG VERBY

doug_verby@clayton.k12.mo.us

www.clayton.k12.mo.us/chs/verby
314-854-6760 x7610

8h Hour: 2:15-3:01 Room 200

I.  Course Overview

Forensic Science is science as it applies to criminal investigation. In this class we will learn to collect, process and analyze evidence as it applies to a criminal situation. Topics to be discussed in class are crime scene investigation, data and evidence collection, time of death calculations, profiling, psychology of a criminal, body decomposition, blood spatter, accident reconstruction, DNA evidence, toxicology, and autopsy. In addition to these topics we will examine past case studies and closely follow several current cases through the news each semester. 

II.  Materials Needed

A. A three ring binder or a folder organized with paper for classroom work.  

B. Writing utensils -- pencil and pen (black or blue ink). Always. 

III.  Grading

A. Grading Scale: Each student's semester grade will be determined according to the following 

grading scale.

A+: 97%-100% 
A: 93%-96%  

A-: 90%-92%

B+: 87%-89% 

B: 83%-86%  

B-: 80%-82%

C+: 77%-79% 

C: 73%-76%  

C-: 70%-72%

D+: 67%-69%

D: 63%-66% 

D-: 60%-62%
These grades will be based on scores received on homework, lab reports, projects, quizzes, tests, and 

the final exam. At the end of each grading period I reserve the right to lower the grading scale as I see fit. 

B. Description of Grading Procedures:
1.  Grade Opportunities:

i. Homework: All chapter homework will be due on the assigned due date.  Each student should maintain a calendar in order to keep up with assignment due dates.  Homework will be graded for completeness and accuracy, but keep in mind that the purpose of homework and other similar assignments is to practice for your test.  These assignments will constitute approximately 20% of each student's semester grade.
ii. Assessments: An exam will be given at the end of each unit.  

Quizzes, both announced and unannounced, will be given periodically.  Each semester will conclude with a cumulative final exam.  These quizzes and exams will constitute approximately 50% of each student's semester grade. If you skip a test you will receive a zero!!!
iii. Lab Reports/Activities: One of the most important aspects of this course is the lab portion of the course.  You will be expected to conduct laboratory experiments and/or activities and draw conclusions from that experience. You reports will be graded for format, organization, accuracy, neatness, but mostly on the correct summarization and conclusions of the activity.  Lab reports will constitute approximately 30% of each student’s semester grade.

2. Late Work:  For each day an assignment is late you will lose 10% of the assignment's total point value, up to a maximum of 5 days at which time the maximum value for the assignment will be 50% of its original point total.  No assignment will be accepted after the given unit is over.
3.  A final note on grading: Please note that all assignments, tests, and lab reports will be graded for completeness and accuracy, but also for spelling, punctuation, grammar, and neatness. Complete assignments in pencil or black/blue ink. 

IV.  Expectations

I believe that a classroom thrives when there is a level of respect created. I will respect each and every student for the potential they have to be great. The best classrooms are built when there is a mutual respect cultivated. You don’t have to get along with everyone in the classroom, but I expect you to respect every person in the classroom, be it the instructor, your fellow students, and especially yourself. You are in this class to learn and even if you will never take another science class you will have the exposure to information that will make you an informed citizen of the scientific community. Through science you will also develop higher-level thinking and inquiry skills that will make you a better all around student. The purpose of school is to receive an education. Anything that interferes with that purpose cannot and will not be tolerated in this class.  I will do everything that I can to help you to succeed, but ultimately your success or failure in this class is your responsibility.  I will give you to the information and tools to succeed, but it is up to you to put in the work and effort to succeed.  

A. Respect one another. Respect my position as your instructor.

B. Prepare yourself for class everyday. 
a. Bring required materials to class everyday: notebook, pencil, and pen.

b. Work hard from the start to finish of each class.  

c. You are dismissed from class only when I have dismissed you.

d. No make-up work will be given for unexcused absences.
e. Get to class on time. The tardy policy will be enforced. 
C. Express yourself in a positive manner and use appropriate language. No foul or abusive language.  

D. If you have a problem with a classroom policy or a decision concerning grading please approach me before or after class.  Do not make a scene. Class time is not the time for confrontations. I will listen to your concerns and be fair, all I ask is that you approach me in a mature manner. 

E. Pay attention to whomever is speaking. 

F. There are no dumb questions: if you have a genuine question about anything ask me! 

G. Do your best to maintain a positive attitude and a sense of humor.

H. Follow the teacher's instructions especially while in the laboratory.  Ignoring the teacher's guidelines will not only result in disciplinary consequences but can result in injury to yourself or others.

I. Do not use cell phones or music players at any time in class. 

ATTENTION PARENTS-

I will be your student’s Forensic Science teacher for this semester. If you have any questions about assignments, grading, policies, or your student’s progress, please do not hesitate to contact me at any time. Email is the best and quickest way to contact me, but feel free to contact me by phone or access my website.

Email: doug_verby@clayton.k12.mo.us

Website: www.clayton.k12.mo.us/chs/verby

Home Phone: 314-749-3193

Work Phone: 314-854-6760 Ext: 7610
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